


PROGRESS NOTE

RE: Wendell Casteel

DOB: 01/03/1946

DOS: 08/24/2023

HarborChase MC

CC: End-of-life care.

HPI: A 77-year-old with endstage senile dementia, was seen in his Broda chair sitting at the counter at the dining room. He was by himself. He tilted back, mouth breathing very loud and evident apneic periods. The patient was not to be fed. I had him moved back into his room where he could be comfortable and, after that was done, I checked on him and he had still mouth breathing with an irregular respiratory pattern. Daughter was present. Family have been in denial and resistant to his care since admission and that was evident when one of his daughter’s was present and made it clear that she did not need information from me; in her words, “I don’t need to be schooled.” So, after seeing the patient left when he was noted to have had the extent of sedation that he had, it was clear that he was in the beginning of the terminal phase as he had not had Roxanol since 8 o’clock that morning at 10 mg and Ativan Intensol 1 mL had been given at 8 o’clock the previous night. Hospice is Frontier and they were contacted regarding the above things that were seen and I requested a p.r.n. nursing visit as well as atropine to be sent due to increased oral secretions.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION:

GENERAL: Evidence of terminal phase of life.

VITAL SIGNS: Vitals signs that had been obtained earlier, blood pressure 118/54, pulse 104, temperature 98.4, respirations 10, and weight 147 pounds.

MUSCULOSKELETAL: He is in a Broda chair secondary to a hip fracture that is nonsurgical; decline began after that.

ASSESSMENT & PLAN:
1. Senile dementia of the brain. Continue with comfort measures and we will have a p.r.n. visit with Good Shepherd Hospice.

2. Social. Attempted to help explain to daughter what we were doing for his care and she made it clear she did not need information and was actually quite abrupt and rude.
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